
Grade Level: 9-12

Media Literacy Guide 

Lesson time: 20 minutes

In this world of media, whether television, online or social media, the ability to access
and analyze information is essential to a healthy democracy. Media literacy will help
students ultimately be able to create, reflect and take action, using the power of
information and communication to make a difference in the world. 

Overview
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A guide on how to read and interpret news stories

When you read any information, the first thing to ask yourself and look into is, where
is the article from and is the content trustworthy?

In order to do this, look at who the author/writer is and see if you recognize the
news medium. Is it important to distinguish if it is on a platform or a news source,
and if it is on a platform, to find out the source of the information.
Platform: a distributor of news (i.e. Facebook, Instagram, etc.)
News Source: Originator of news

Next, determine what type of story you are reading.
Figuring out the type of story will help you distinguish if it is direct information,
opinion, or something else. This gives you more information on how to digest the
information.

How do I practice media literacy?

Types of Stories
Breaking News / Briefs:

This is news of the moment – and really important to check sources on. 

News Story:
These are reports on anything from city council meetings to stories on education

issues to environmental policy.

Profile:
These stories are deep dives into understanding a key member of the community.

Community, Entertainment and Events Information:
This news source serves as a connector in the community, sharing details about

arts, entertainment calendars, and community and non-profit events. 

Investigative Reporting:
These are stories that helps expose community problems, with extensive

reporting and use of data mining techniques, which sometimes involves

uncovering information that powerful forces want hidden.

https://lookout.co/santacruz/news/story/2022-08-18/multiple-fatalities-reported-after-two-planes-collide-over-watsonville-municipal-airport
https://lookout.co/santacruz/news/story/2022-10-17/santa-cruz-city-seiu-worker-strike
https://lookout.co/santacruz/election-2022/local-elections-section/story/2022-05-29/who-is-bud-colligan-greenway-measure-d
https://lookout.co/santacruz/things-to-do
https://lookout.co/santacruz/things-to-do
https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2022-04-22/fentanyl-santa-cruz-opioid-overdose-poisoning-youth
https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2022-04-22/fentanyl-santa-cruz-opioid-overdose-poisoning-youth
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Opinion / Op-Ed / Community Voices:
These stories are used expressly for opinion, as contrasted with the

news and analysis found in news coverage. These typically include

both a publication's own opinion (editorials) and community

members’ opinion, known as “Op-Eds.”

Columns:
These stories entail a writer covering news, but using lots of personal

voice.

Question & Answer (Q&A):
These stories are on-the-record interviews with public figures and

interesting people, with short introduction and then question and

answer. 

Series:
These are a group of stories under the same theme or topic.

Promoted Content / Advertising:
These are stories presented by the advertising team and paid for

commercially. They should be clearly and carefully demarcated so

readers know that it’s not news.

Types of Stories cont'd.

Examples: Lookout Santa Cruz, LA Times, CalMatters, Kaiser Health News, The

Marshall Project

Beats:
These are areas assigned to a reporter for regular coverage, area of reporting or news

coverage, including: Environment, Education, Housing & Affordability, City Life, Civic Life,

Election, Food & Drink, Arts & Culture.

Source:
These are persons, records, documents or events that provides the information for the

story.

News Outlet / News Source:
These are places where our news comes from, or are originators of the content.

A few other things to note that can help you interpret news and
information: 

https://lookout.co/santacruz/community-voices
https://lookout.co/santacruz/food-drink/newsletter/2022-08-30/lily-belli-on-food-venus-spirits-pie-trap-rio-del-mar-aptos-rogue-pyes-santa-cruz-compost-bins-lily-belli-on-food
https://lookout.co/santacruz/topic/lookout-q-a
https://lookout.co/santacruz/story/2022-02-25/unhoused-santa-cruz
https://lookout.co/santacruz/coast-life/story/2022-08-22/connecting-communities-protecting-oceans-join-the-5th-annual-blue-innovation-on-september-11th

